Education

maintain and take up instead a cold ambition for intel-
lectual success, the change would be disastrous and Eng-
land would presently lose her high place amongst the
nations. "I will do it," promises the South American.
"On the word of an Englishman?" inquires his friend.
"Yes! on the word of an Englishman." That is the finest
tribute to our country that the world affords. The public
opinion of our public schools is the medium in which that
honest English spirit is most efficiently cultivated.

Curiously enough, their very efficiency as character-form-
ing bodies is the reason why our ancient and incomparable
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge are of relatively
little use to foreign students, not even to our kindred
American students. In the past they have gone chiefly
to German universities, the reason being that they were
seeking to acquire knowledge and skill, which could there
be acquired, in some branches of learning at any rate,
more readily than here. After all, the main business of
Oxford and Cambridge has been to turn out straight-deal-
ing, clean-living Englishmen, and only in a secondary
degree to manufacture scholars. They have served our
national purpose superlatively well. It is not impossible
that they might equally well turn out citizens of the world.
That, however, is a matter for the world to discover, not
for us to aim at. Moreover the spirit of our Universities
was not produced by taking thought; it was evolved in
long process of time. If ever a world-university is to arise,
impregnated with a high international or super-national
human tone, that also will have to grow, and who shall
say where it is likely to take root?

If, as Macaulay said, the first business of a state is the
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